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County Clerk/Registrar of Voters (CC/ROV) Memorandum # 09120 

TO: All County Clerks/Registrars of Voters 

FROM: ~JJ.Lv1 
Cathy Mitchell 
Chief, Elections Division 

RE: Regulations: Draft Ballot Designation Regulations 

Elections Code section 13107.5(b) requires the Secretary of State to define by 
regulation the ballot designation of "community volunteer." The attached draft 
amendments to our ballot designation regulations provide that definition, and also make 
other changes. The draft includes grammatical changes, and most importantly, 
changes to help clarify and streamline the ballot designation review process. 

It is our goal to have these regulations filed and effective before the candidate filing 
period for the June 8, 2010, Primary Election. Therefore, we request that you review 
the draft regulations and return your written comments by close of business Tuesday, 
August 4, 2009. Please direct your written comments to Robbie Anderson at 
robbie.anderson@sos.ca.gov. 

We appreciate your input. 

Attachment 
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TEXT OF PROPOSED REGULA nONS 

Add Section 20714.5 to Chapter 7 of Division 7 of Title 2 of the California Code of 
Regulations, and amend sections 20711, 20712, 20714, 20716, 20717, 20718, and 20719 of 
Chapter 7 of Division 7 of Title 2 of the California Code of Regulations to read: 

§ 2071 J. Ballot Designation Worksheet 

(a) In order to facilitate review of a candidate's proposed ballot designation by the Secretary of 
State pursuant to Elections Code § 13107, the candidate I"AttJ' shall submit, at the time of filing his or 
her proposed ballot designation on the Declaration of Candidacy, a completed Ballot Designation 
Worksheet on a form provided by the Secretary of State. 

(b) All Ballot Designation Worksheets filed with the Office of the Secretary of State or the 
county elections officials pursuant to this section shall be public records and sha ll be available for 
inspection and copying at the public counter of the Elections Division of the Office of the Secretary 
of State, Fifth Floor, 1500 ll.o:th" Street, Sacramento, California 95814, or at the office of the 
applicable county elections official. 

(c) The Secretary of State shall provide a master copy or copies of the Ballot Designation 
Worksheet to all elections officials responsible for providing and accepting the nomination 
documents for candidates in elections for offices certified by the Secretary of State. The Ballot 
Designation Worksheet shall request that the candidate proposing the ballot designation provide the 
following infonnation: 

(1) The candidate's name, home, business and mailing addresses, telephone numbers , c~majl 
address, if available, and fax. number; 

(2) A designation of the office for which the candidate is seeking election; 

(3) The name, home, business and mailing addresses, telephone numbers, e-mail address, if 
available, and fax. number of the attorney representing the candidate or for any other person to be 
contacted in the event the Secretary of State requires further information regarding the proposed 
ballot designation; 

(4) The proposed ballot designation submitted by the candidate; 

(5) At the S}3tiSR sf tHe eaRaiaate, The candidate may suhmi t onc or more proposed alternate 
ballot designations ranked in order of the candidate's preference; 

(6) A brief statement identifying the factual basis upon which the candidate claims the proposed 
ballot designation and each proposed alternate ballot designation, including the following: 

(A) If the candidate holds elected office and is submitting hi s or her proposed ballot designation 
pursuant to Elections Code § 13107, subdivisions (a)(I) or (a)(2), the candidate sllOula shall 
indicate the elective office he or she currently occupies and may attach a copy of his or her 
Certificate of Election; 

(B) If the candidate is ajudicial officer and is submitting his or her proposed ballot designation 
pursuant to Elections Code § 13 107, subdivisions (a)(I) or (a)(2), the candidate sRaula shall 
indicate the elective office he or she currently holds and may attach eithcr (A) a copy of his or hcr 



Certificate of Election or (B) a copy of his or her commission or certificate of appointment, issued 
at the time the candidate was appointed to the judicial office which he or she currently occupies; 

(C) If the candidate submi ts a ballot designation pursuant to Elections Code § 13107, 
subdivision (a)(3), the candidate shsula shall indicate: 

(i) The title of the position or positions which he or she claims supports the proposed ballot 
designation; 

(ii) The dates during which the candidate held such position; 

(iii) A description of the work he or she performs in the position; 

(iv) The name of the candidate's business or employer; 

(v) The name and telephone number of a person or persons who could verify such information; 
and 

(vi) A statement that the professions, vocations or occupations relied upon to support the 
proposed ballot designation constitute the primary, main or leading professions, vocations or 
occupations of the candidate, in accordance with the definition of the term "principal" as set forth at 
§ 207 14, subdivision (b). 

(D) If the candidate submits a ballot designation pursuant to Elections Code § 13107, 
subdivision (a)(4), the candidate ShSli18 shall indicate the date on which he or she was appointed to 
the office for which he or she is an appointed incumbent. 

(d) The candidate may attach or append any supporting documents or other exhibits to his or her 
Ballot Designation Worksheet which he or she believes support hi s or her proposed ballot 
designation. Such attached documents or other exhibits shall be deemed to be incorporated by 
reference as part of the candidate's Ballot Designation Worksheet and shall be considered as such by 
the Secretary of State. 

(e) If a candidate req uests a change of his or her ba llot designation pursuant to Elections Code § 

13107(e). that request shall be accompanied by a Ballot Designation Worksheet. 

AUTHORITY: 

Note: Authority cited: Section 12172.5, Government Code. Reference: Section~ 13107, 13107.3. 
Elections Code. 

§ 20712. Proposed Ballot Designations Submitted Pursuant to Elections Code § 13107, 
Subdivision (a)(l) 

Proposed ballot designations submitted pursuant to Elections Code § 13107, subdivision (a)( I ), 
shall be subject to the following provisions: 

(a) In the case of candidates holding elective city, county, district, state, or federal office, the 
candidate's ballot designation shall be the elective office which the candidate holds at the time of 
tiling the nomination documents. 

(b) In the case ofjudicial officers, the candidate's ballot designation shall be the elective office 
which the candidate holds at the time of filing the nomination documents. 



(c) There shall be no word count limitat ion applicable to ballot designations submitted pursuant 
to Elections Code § 13107, subdivision (a)(I). 

(d) Proposed ballot designations indicating a position of leg islative leadership, such as 
"Majority Leader of the California Senate," "Minority Leader of the California State Assembly," 
"Speaker of the California State Assembly," "President Pro Tempore of the Cal ifornia State 
Senate," and the like, are not elective offices described in Elections Code § 13107, subdivision 
(a)( I). Such ballot designations are improper, pursuant to Elections Code § 13107, subdivision 
(a)(I). They may, however, subject to the three-word limit. be considered under the provisions of § 
13107(a)(3). 

(c) Proposed ballot designations indicating that the candidate is a member of the state or county 
central committee of a political party, or an officer of a state or county central committee of a 
political party, are improper, as such positions do not constitute elective county or state officcs as 
specified in Elections Code § 13107, subdi vision (a)(I). 

AUTHORITY: 

Note: Authority cited: Section 12172.5, Government Code. Reference: Section 13 107, Elections 
Code. 

§ 20714. Proposed Ballot Designations Submitted Pursuant to Elections Code § 13107, 
Subdivision (a)(3) 

Proposed ballot designations submitted pursuant to Elections Code § 13107, subdivision (a)(3), 
shall be subject to the following provisions: 

(a) The terms "profession," "vocation,1I or "occupation," as those terms are used in Elections 
Code § 13107, subdivision (a)(3), are defined as fo llows: 

( I) "Profession" means a field of employment requiring special education or skill and requiring 
sj3i!sifis knowledge of a particular discipline sf leafRiRg Sf seieaee. The labor and skill involved in a 
profession is predominantly mental or intellectual, rather than physical or manual. Recognized 
professions generally include, but are not limited to, law, medicine, education, engineering, 
accountancy, and journalism. Examples of an acceptable designation of a "profession," as defined in 
Elections Code § 13107, subdivision (a)(3), include, but arc not limited to, "attorney," "physician." 
"accountant," "architect," and "teacher." 

(2) "Vocation" means a trade, a religious calling, or the work upon which a person, in most but 
not all cases, relies for hi s or her livelihood and spends a major portion of his or her time. As 
defined, vocations may include, but are not limited to, religious ministry, child rearing, 
homemaking, elderly and dependent care, and engaging in trades such as carpentry, cabinetmaking, 
plumbing, and the like. Examples of an acceptable designation of a "vocation," as defined in 
Elections Code § 13107, subdivision (a)(3), include, but are not limited to, "minister," "priest," 
"mother," "father," "homemaker," "dependent care provider," "carpenter," "plumber," "electric ian," 
and "cabinetmaker." 

(3) "Occupation" means the employment in which one regularly engages or follows as the 
means of making a live lihood. Examples of an acceptable designation of an "occupation," as 



defined in Elections Code § 13107, subdivision (a)(3), include, but are not limited to, "rancher," 
"restaurateur," "retail salesperson," "manual laborer," "construction worker," "computer 
manufacturing executive," "military pilot," "secretary," and "police officer." 

(b) "Principal," as that term is used in Elections Code § 13107, subdivision (a)(3) , means a 
substantial involvement of time and effort such that the activity is one of the primary, main or 
leading professional , vocational or occupational endeavors of the candidate. The term "principal" 
precludes any activity which does not entail a significant involvement on the part ofthc candidatc. 
Involvement which is only nominal, pro forma, or titu lar in character does not meet the 
requi rements of the statute. 

(1) If a candidate is licensed by the State of California to engage in a profession, vocation or 
occupation, the candidate is entitled to consider it one of his or her "principal" professions, 
vocations or occupations if(i) the candidate has maintained his or her license current as of the date 
he or she filed his or nomination documents by complying with all applicable requirements of the 
respective licensure, including the payment of all applicable license fees and (ii) the status of the 
candidate's license is active at the time he or she filed his or her nomination documents. 

(2) A candidate who holds a professional, vocat ional or occupational license issued by the State 
of California may not claim such profession, vocation or occupation as one of his or her "principal" 
professions, vocations or occupations if(i) the candidate's licensure status is "inactive" at the time 
the candidate files his or her nomination document, or (ii) the candidate's license has been 
suspended or revoked by the agency issuing the license at the time the candidate files his or her 
nomination documents. 

(c) In order for a ballot designation submitted pursuant to Elections Code § 13107, subdivision 
(a)(3), to be deemed acceptable by the Secretary of State, it must accurately state the candidate's 
principal professions, vocat ions or occupations. as those terms are defined in subdivisions (a) and 
(b) herein. Each proposed principal profession, vocation or occupation submitted by the candidate 
must be factually accurate, descriptive of the candidate's principal profession, vocation or 
occupation, must be neither confusing nor misleading, and must be in full and complete compliance 
with Elections Code § 13107 and the regulations ~ in this Chapter. 

(d) lfthe candidate is engaged in a profession, vocation or occupation at the time he or she files 
his or her nomination documents, the candidate's proposed ballot designation is entitled to consist of 
the candidate's current principal professions, vocations and occupations. In the event the candidate 
does not have a current principal profession, vocation or occupation at the time he or she files his or 
her nomination documents. the candidate may use a ballot designation consisting of his or her 
principal professions, vocat ions or occupations, which the candidate was principally engaged in 
during the calendar year immediately preceding the filing of the candidate's nomination papcrs. 

(e) A candidate may engage in multiple principal professions, vocations or occupations. 
Accordingly, the candidate may designate muiliple principal professions, vocations or occupations. 
If a candidate proposes a ballot designation including multiplc principal professions, vocations or 
occupations, the proposed ballot designation must comply with the following provisions: 

(I) The proposed ballot designation must comply with the three-word limitation speci fied in 
Elections Code § 13107, subdivision (a)(3), and as implemented pursuant to subdivision (f) here in. 



(2) Each such proposed profession, vocation or occupation shall be separately considered by the 
Secretary of State and must independently qualify as a "principal" profession, vocation or 
occupation, as that term is defined pursuant to subdivision (b) herein. 

(3) When multiple professions, vocations or occupations are proposed as a ballot designation, 
they shall be separated by a slash ("I"). An example of an acceptable designation would be 
"LegislatorlRancher/Physician." 

(I) Pursuant to Elections Code § 13107, subdivision (a)(3), the candidate's ballot designation 
shall be limited to not more than three (3) words. The following rules shall govern the application of 
the three::word limitation: 

( I) The proposed ballot designation shall be grammatically correct, generic, and all words must 
be spelled correctl y. 

(2) Punctuation shall be limited to the use ofa conuna (e.g., District Attorney, Los Angeles 
County) and a slash (e.g., LegislatorlRancher/Physician). pursuant to subdivision (e) of this section. 
A hyphen may be used if, and only if, the use of a hyphen is called for in the spelling of a word as it 
appears in a standard reference dictionary of the English language, which was published in the 
United States at any time within the 10 calendar years immediately preceding the eJection for which 
the words are counted. 

(3) All California geographical names shall be considered to be one word and shall be limited to 
the names of cities, counties and states. The names of special districts and political subdivisions are 
not "geographical names," as that tenn is used in Elections Code § 13107, subdivision (a)(3). If the 
candidate desires, the geographical name may be used in the form of "City of . . . ," "County of . . . 
,It or "City and County of ..." Examples of geographical names considered to be one word include 
Tehama County, Los Angeles County and County of Sacramento. Examples of designations 
containing a special distri ct or political subdivision that are not geographical names include "Butte 
County Rural Fi re District Captain," "Huntington Beach Unified School District President." and 
"South Bay Irrigation District Director." 

(4) An acronym shall be counted as one word. 

(g) A candidate who chooses to include the name of his or her elective office with another 
profession, vocation. or occupation may do so pursuant to Elect ions Code section 13107(a)(3), but 
that ballot designation shall be limited to no more than three words. Examples of acceptable 
des ignations under thi s section include "Slale Senator/Rancher:' "Cali forn ia 
Assemblvwoman/Attorney." "Countv Supervisorffeacher." and "State Contro ller/Busine ssman." 
Examples of unacceptable designations under this sect ion include "Assemblyman, 5th 

District/Educator," "California State Senator/Architect." "Placer County SupervisorlBusiness 
Owner." and "Member. Board of EqualizationlBanker." 

AUTHORITY, 

Note: Authority cited: Section 121 72.5, Government Code. Reference: Sections 9, 13107, Elections 
Code. 

§ 20714.5. "Community Volunteer" 



(a) "Community Volunteer" means a person who engages in an activity or performs a service for or 
on behalf of. without profiting monetarily. one or more of the following: 

(I) 	A charitable. educational. or religious organization as defined by the United States 
Internal Revenue Code section 50 I (c)(3): 

(2) A governmental agencv: or 
(3) An educational institution. 

(b) The activity or service must constitute substantial involvement of the candidatc's time and c fTort 
such that the activity or service is the sole. primary. main or leading professional. vocational or 
occupational endeavor of the candidate within the meaning of subdivisions (a) and (b) of section 
20714 of this Chapter. 

AUTHORITY: 

Note: Authority cited: Section 12172.5. Government Code: Section 13107.5(b), Elections Code. 
Reference: Sections 13 107 and 13107.5, Elections Code: Section 50I(c)(3), United States Internal 
Revenue Code. 

§ 20716. Unacceptable Ballot Designations 

(a) The Secretary of State shall reject as unacceptable any proposed ballot designation which fails 
to comply with, er is ether lise iRa!3J3re!3riate J3urSI:lBRtte, Elections Code § 13107, subdivision (a) ; 
is prohibited pursuant to Elections Code § 13107, subdivision (b); is misleading; or is otherwise 
improper pursuant to the regulations set forth in this Chapter. 

(b) The following types of activities are distinguished from professions, vocations and 
occupations and are not acceptable as ballot designations pursuant to Elections Code § 13107, 
subdivision (a)(3): 

( I) Avocations: An avocation is a casual or occasional activity, diversion or hobby pursued 
principally for enjoyment and in addition to the candidate's principal profession, vocation or 
occupation. Avocations may include, but are not limited to, hobbies, social act ivities, volunteer 
work (except as set forth in Section 20714.5 of this Chapter), and matters pursued as an amateur. 

(2) Pro Forma Professions, Vocations and Occupations: Pro forma professions, vocations or 
occupations are positions held by the candidate which consume little or none of the candidate's time 
and which, by their nature, are voluntary or fo r which the candidate is not compensated. except as 
set forth in Section 207 14.5 of this Chapter. Pro forma professions, vocations and occupations may 
include, but are not limited to, such pursuits as honorary peace officer, 0 eil:lHteer Hrefighter, 
honorary chairperson, honorary professor, goodwill ambassador, official host or hostess and the 
like. 

(3) Statuses: A status is a state, condition, social position or legal re lat ion of the candidate to 

another person, persons or the community as a wholc. A status is gcneric in nature and generall y 
fails to identify with any particular specificity the manner by which the candidate earns his or her 
I ivelihood or spends the substantial majority of hi s or her time. Examples of a status include, but arc 
not limited to, veteran. proponent. reformer. scholar. philosopher. philanthropist, activist, patriot, 
taxpayer, concerned citizen, husband, wife, and the like. 



(c) Pursuant to Elections Code § 13107, subdiv ision (b)(I), the Secretary of State shall reject as 
unacceptable any proposed ballot designation which would mislead voters. In making this 
determination, the Secretary of State shall determine whether there is a substantial likelihood that a 
reasonably prudent voter would be misled as to the candidate's principal profession, vocation or 
occupation by the candidate's proposed ballot designation. The detennination shall take into account 
the plain meaning of the words constituting the proposed ballot designation and the factual accuracy 
of the proposed ballot designation based upon supporting documents or other evidence submitted by 
the candidate in support of the proposed ballot designation, pursuant to §§ 207 11 and 20717 of this 
Chapter. 

(d) A ballot designation may not comprise or include commercial identification information, 
such as a trademark, service mark, trade name, or the specific name of a business, partnership, 
corporation, company, foundation, or organization. Examples of an improper use of commercial 
identification information include, but are not limited to, "Acme Company President," "Universal 
Widget~Inventor." "Director. Smith Foundation," "UCLA Professor," and the like. 

(e) Pursuant to Elections Code § 13107, subdivision (b)(2), the Secretary of State shall reject as 
unacceptable any proposed ballot designation which would suggest an evaluation of the candidate's 
qualifications, honesty. integrity. leadership abilities or character. Any laudatory or derogatory 
adjectives which would suggest an evaluation of the candidate's qualifications shall not be 
permitted. Such impermissible adjectives include, but are not limited to, "senior," "emeritus," 
"specialist," "magnate," "outstanding," "leading," "expert," "virtuous," "eminent," "best," "exalted," 
"prominent," "famous," "respected," "honored," "honest," "dishonest," "corrupt," "lazy," and the 
like. 

(I) Pursuant to Elect ions Code § 13107, subdivision (b)(3), the Secretary of State shall rejec t as 
unacceptable any proposed ballot designation which abbreviates the word "retired" or places it 
following any word or words which it modifies. Examples of impermissible designations include 
"Ret. Anny General," "Major USAF, Retired" and "City Attorney, Retired." 

(g) Pursuant to Elections Code § 13107, subdivision (b)(4), the Secretary of State shall reject as 
unacceptable any proposed ballot designation which uses a word or prefix to indicate a prior 
profession, vocation, occupation or elected, appointed or judicial office previously held by the 
candidate. Such impermissible words or prefixes include, but are not limited to, "Ex·," "former," 
"past," and "erstwhile." Examples of impermissible designations include "Former Congressman," 
"Ex·Senator," and "Former Educator." 

(h)QlSubject to the provisions of Elections Code § 13107, subdivision (b)(4), use of the word 
"retired" in a ballot designation is generally limited for use by individuals who have permanently 
given up their chosen principal profession, vocation or occupation, 

ill In evaluating a proposed ballot designation including the word "retired," the Secretary of 
State will consider the following factors in making a detennination as to the propriety of the use of 
the tenn "retired"; 

fB (A) Prior to retiring from his or her principal profession, vocation or occupation, the 
candidate worked in such profession, vocation or occupation fo r morc than 5 years; 

~ (B) The candidate is collecting, or eligiblc to collect, retirement benefits or other type of 
vested pension; 



~ (C) The candidate has reached at least the age of 55 years; 

f41 (D) The candidate voluntarily left his or her last professional, vocational or occupational 
position; and, 

(3") If tAe eaRaiEiate is reEl:tlestiag a eallet ElesigRstieR that He Bf she is a retiree tltlsiie affie ial , 
tl:te eamlielate HU::lst Raus )3Ftwi8Hsly "sh::lHtari ly rBlireEi fTem JH:tslie amee, Ret Hal'S BeeR 
iAvehiRtarily refflBvea irem eJ:l:iee, Ret R8"B eeeR faeellee ey "8ters, aR€I Ret 1'18"8 Sl::IffeAaerea lAe 
ames 19 seek aRether ames Sf failed 18 ' ViA reelsati BA 18 tfie sHiee; 

(6) The 68:RElielate has Ret ReEl 8Retker mere reeeRt, iRH!!f" eRiRg !3fiAS iJ3al J3refessieA, "aeeti en SF 
eeel::lJ3atieR; aREI, 

t+1 (E) The candidate's retirement benefits are providing him or her with a principal source of 
income. 

(3) If a candidate is requesting a ballot designation that he or she is a retired public official. the 
candidate must have previously voluntarily retired from public office. not have been involuntarily 
removed from office. not have been recalled by voters. and not have surrendered the office to seek 
another office or failed to win reelection to the office. If such a candidate did not voluntari lv retire 
from public offi ce. he or she may not use the word "ret ired" in his or her ba llot designation. 

(4) A candidate may not use the word "retired" in his or her ballot designation if that candidate 
possesses another more recent. intervening principal profession. vocation. or occupation. 

(i) Pursuant to Elections Code § 13107, subdivision (b)(5), the Secretary of State shall reject as 
unacceptable any proposed ballot designation which uses the name of any political party, whether or 
not it has qualified for recognized ballot status. 

Gl Pursuant to Elections Code § 13107, subdivision (b)(6), the Secretary of State shall reject as 
unacceptable any proposed ballot designation which uses a word or words referring to a racial, 
religious, or ethnic group. 

(1) The Secretary of State shall reject as unacceptable any ballot designation which expressly 
contains or implies any ethnic or racial slurs or ethnically or rac ially derogatory language. 

(2) If the candidate is a membe

.
r of the clergy, the candidate may not make referencc to hi s or 

her specific denomination. However, the candidate may use his or her clerical title as a ballot 
designation (e . g ., "Rabbi," "Pastor II "Minister" , "Priest , " "Bishop , " "Deacon", "Monk" , "Nun", 
"Imam," etc.) 

(k) Pursuant to Elections Code § 13107, subdivision (b)f9){11 the Secretary of State shall reject 
as unacceptable any proposed ballot designation which refers to any activity prohibited by law. 
Unlawful activity includes any activities, conduct, professions, vocations, or occupations prohibited 
by state or federal law. 

AUTHORITY: 

Note: Authority cited: Section 12 172.5, Government Code. Reference: Section 13107, Elect ions 
Code. 

§ 20717. Requests for Supporting Documentation 



In addition to the Ballot Designation Worksheet feEI~estes required to be filed with the Secretary 
of State pursuant to Elections Code § 13107.3 and § 20711 of this Chapter, the Secretary of State 
may request that a candidate submit additional supporting documentation or other evidence to 
support the proposed ballot designation. 

(a) Time is of the essence regarding all maners pertaining to the review of proposed ballot 
designations submitted by candidates for public office. Failure to promptly submit requested 
supporting materials will preclude consideration of such materials in and the rendering of a 
S~Rlffi8:lj final decision on the candidate's proposed ballot designation. 

(b) The Secretary of State will communicate, whenever possible, with the candidate in the most 
expeditious manner, including, but not limited to, telephone, facsimile transmission and electronic 
mail at the number or address provided by the candidate. When the candidate does not have 
reasonable access to a facsimile machine or electronic mail, the Secretary of State will transmit 
written communication to the candidate by means of overnight express delivery to the address 
provided by the candidate. 

(c) The candidate shall have the burden of establi shing that the proposed ballot designation that 
he or she has submitted is accurate and complies with all provisions of Elections Code § 13107 e.f 
and this Chapter. 

AUTHORITY: 

Note: Authority cited: Section 12172.5, Goverrunent Code. Reference: Section~ 13107, 13107.3. 
Elections Code. 

§ 20718. Communication of Decisions Regarding Ballot Designations 

(a) If a candidate 's proposed ballot designation has been rejected. A-an offic ial copy of the 
decision of the Secretary of State regardffig a eBflsisale's Ballet sesigRalieR will be made in writing 
and transmitted directly to the candidate by registered or certified mail , return receipt requested, to 
the address provided by the candidate. The Secretary of State shall also provide a copy to the 
e lections official in the candidate's county of residence and to the elections official of each county 
within the political subdivision. Copies may also be made available to all other candidates in the 
race. 

(b) At the request of the candidate, the Secretary of State williransmit SR ~RefHeial a copy of 
the decision of the Secretary of State regarding the candidate's proposed ballot designation by 
facsimi le transmission or e-mail to the facsimile number or e-mail address li sted on the candidate's 
Ballot Designation Worksheet. WheR the 6aRsisate sees Ret ha' e reaseMBle aesess Ie a fa6sirRile 
AleehiRe, t1=te £eefetefY af£tate will tFaflsmit ta tl=le saRsisate, at the eBfleiiaate's feEI~est, aR 
I:1Raffieial sa-py aftRe seeisiaR 13Y meaRS ef a' 'emight MJ3fess seli"ef)' t8 tl=le assress listes eR I:he 
eaRsisate's Ballat QesignatieR 111efi<5heet J3fa"ieies. {ftae s9flsisate aas Ret s~Bmittes a Ballat 
[)esignatiaR Wafl<saeet, tfie SeeretafY efState "':ill tfBflsmit 8:Il eft.ieial eaJ3" ta the i86simile R~meeF 
J3f8vises sy tHe 6aRsisate 8f, ihhe 68:Rsisate sees R8t Have feassReBle assess 18 a fa6simile 
AlaeHiRe, eye. efRigat en}9Fes5 mail 1a the aeleiress j3Fe';'iEleei ey the eaRelisate 



(c) All wrinen decision~ of the Secretary of State regarding ballot designations are public 
records and are available for inspection and copying at the public counter of the Elections Division 
of the Office of the Secretary of State, 1500 Il <th~ Street, Fifth Floor, Sacramento, Cali fornia 
95814. 

AUTHORITY: 

Note: Authority cited: Section 12172.5, Government Code. Reference: Sect ion 13107, Elections 
Code. 

§ 20719. Scnrice of Lcgal Process Regard ing Ballot Designations 

(a) In the event a candidate or other interested party files a petition for the issuance of an 
extraordinary writ with the court or other legal action pertaining to a candidate'S ballot designation, 
the summons and any other legal process should be served upon the Chief Counsel to the Secretary 
of State, begal Affairs UAit, eJ:eel::l:ti ,'e Omee sf the Seeretary, 1500 11<th::.. Street, Sixth Floor, 
Sacramento, Cali fornia 95814. The Chief Counsel may designate a Deputy Secretary of Slate ffi..the 
begal Affairs 'JAil to accept service of process on behalf of the Secretary of State. 

(b) Telephone notice pertaining to any ex parte app lications filed with the court by any 
candidate or other interested party should be directed to the attention of the Chief Counsel to the 
Secretary of State at (916) 653-7244. Counsel for all parties to such ex parte matters are 
admonished that waivers of the Secretary of State's right to timely notice and the right to personally 
appear at the ex parte hearing will be granted in writing and only in limited instances. 

(c) The Secretary of State shall provide a copy of any legal actions in subdivision (a) or (b) 
above to the elections official in the county of the candidate's residence and any other county in the 
district. 

(d) The Secretary of State shall bc named as a respondcnt in any legal action pertaining to a 
ballot designation for a candidate described in Elections Code § 15375. except for a candidate for 
judge of the superior court . 

AUTHORITY: 

Note: Authority cited: Section 12172.5, Govenunent Code. Reference: Secti on~ 13107, 13314. 
Elections Code. 


